THE LIFE OF DUMAS

The solemn rites over, the tribute of tears paid, a practical
situation had to be faced. The General's retiring allowance
ceased with his death, and his widow by the letter of the
law had no right to any pension, her husband not having
died on the field of battle or within six months from wounds
received in action. Morally, and considering General 1 >nmas*
services, she had the strongest claims. These were pressed
in varying degrees of earnestness by Murat, Lannes, J ourdan,
and others, most ardently by Brune, to whom at length
Napoleon angrily said, "Let me never hear that man's
name again." As a last resort, the widow herself went to
Paris to beg an audience of the Emperor, which being re-
fused, she returned to Villers-Cotterets the poorer by the
cost of the journey. Madame Dumas had no private income,
though on her father's death she would inherit some thirty
acres of land in an adjoining village ; there was the reversion
also of a house and garden in Villers-Cottercts, at present
burdened with a life annuity payable to an old gentleman
who, though already past fourscore, continued with the
proverbial longevity of his kind to exist securely for another
ten, years. On this prospective property it was possible*
and necessary to effect loans, so continuous that when the
inheritance at last was realized and sold by Madame Dumun
the whole,of it except some two hundred francs was found
to be swallowed up by the principal and interest of borrowed
money. By this means, however, together with the help of
relatives and friends, a bare present subsistence was ob-
tained. The girl, Aim^e Alexandrine, was soon put to a
boarding-school in Paris, so that brother and sister saw little
of each other. The widow, joining household with her
father and mother, remained with the boy in the same house
they had occupied before the General's death,

At this point Dumas5 memory grows more distinct. He
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